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family footnotes  N E W S L E T T ER  

Thank you Donors! 
 
I would like to express a truly heartfelt 

thank you to all of the individuals and 
organizations who responded to our end 
of year Holiday request for contribu-
tions to our Families Canôt Wait cam-
paign.  This fund specifically assists 
children who are waiting for services 
and have a disability related expense.  

We received over $18,000 in donations 

from this solicitation, and all of them, 
great and small, are appreciated.  Many 
families will receive assistance this year 
as a result of your generosity.  See 
page 3 for a full list of our 2009 con-

tributors.   

   Heidi Rossiter 
 

New Assistant Director 

Congratulations to Becky Ogiba  who 
was recently hired as the Family Sup-
port Assistant Director.  Becky will con-
tinue to provide case management to a 
smaller group of families, as well as 

perform program management respon-

sibilities.  

Allison Smith Foundation 

2010 Bowling Event & Fund-

raiser! 
 

 

 

Get your bowling arms ready! The an-

nual Allison Smith Foundation Bowling 

Event is coming up on Saturday, April 

24th at Schwoegler Park Towne 

Lanes ! By joining us for bowling, food, 

door and raffle prizes, and lots of family 

fun, youôll be helping families served by 

Family Support & Resource Center!  

 

If you havenôt received event and regis-

tration information in the mail, please 

call FSRC at 237 -7630.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S A V E   T H E   D AT E  
Mark your calendars now for 
the 2010 FSRC Annual Picnic 
to be held on Saturday, August 
28, from 4 -7 pm at McKee 
Farms Park in Fitchburg.  The 

2009 picnic was a great suc-
cess and 2010 looks to be even 
better!  

The Worldõs Largest Brat Fest: 

Food, Fun and Fundraising! 
 

Besides visiting this famous festival for 

the best tasting brats, good music and  

fun activities like a kayak ride, come 

and see the friendly faces of local 

groups and charities that enrich your 

community! All proceeds benefit those 

who are staffing the event. FSRC staff 

and Board members  will be there this 

year serving brats. Please come by and 

say ñhelloò- we would love to see you!  

 
EVENT dates:  

Memorial Day Weekend  
May 28th -30th,10am to 9pm  

May 31th, 10am to 6pm  
 Rain or Shine  

Willow Island at the  

Alliant Energy Center  
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SIBS DAY 2010!  

WHEN: Saturday, June 12th, 9am until 4pm, followed by a Family Pizza Party!  

WHO:  If you have a brother or sister with a disability AND you will  be in  

            3rd to 6th grade in the fall, come join in the FUN!  

            (maximum age is 12 years old)  

HOW: Kids will be dropped off at the Nature Center. Parents and siblings  

  come back for a Family Pizza Party from 4:00 Υ5:00pm. If your child  

  is unable to participate due to transportation issues, please contact us.  

COST: $15 for the WHOLE DAY! (Sponsorships Available)  

WHAT: A special time just for FSRC SIBS to participate in FUN activities,  

            play outdoor games and share Sibling experiences!   

 

J o i n  u s  f o r  o u t d o o r  F U N ! ! !  

  
TO REGISTER: CALL Jennifer @ FSRC, 237-7630. 
The Deadline is April 16 but CALL EARLY as space will fill up quickly! 

The Holidays were Happier because of  You!  
 

We are truly thankful for the ongoing support we receive from local businesses and 

organizations during the holiday season! This year, members of Unity Church of 

Madison and employees of Capitol Indemnity Corporation , Capitol Lakes ,  

American Transmission Company and Community Bankers of Wisconsin 

generously gave individually selected gifts, certificates and monetary gifts to over 

130 children and families served by our agency. We appreciate the time and re-

sources you give each year to make the holidays a happier time. You truly make a 

difference. Thank you!  

Aldo Leopold Nature Center , located on Femrite Drive in Monona.  WHERE:
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Naviant Inc. (formerly MTM, Inc.)  
Jeffrey & Sheryl Spitzer -Resnick  
Sheryl Steward  
Melissa Taylor & Luke Bowman  

Rayla Temin  
Think Ink & Design  
Steve Somerson & Helena Tsotsis  
Thomas & Sandra Vandervest  
Peter & Carrie Waite  
Kathleen Werner  
Terry Geurkink & Sally Wilmeth  

Wisconsin State Council Knights of Columbus 
ï Council 6371  
Bill & Jayn Wittenmyer  

Gregory Sprout & Andrea Zani  
Nancy & Jim Zellmer  
Mark Zipperer  

 

Did You Know? Now You Know!  
 

A crash course on finding resources,  

services and supports for your  

child or youth with special health  

care needs and/or disabilities 
 

A training for families on health care and 
community supports for children and youth 
with special health care needs and/or disabili-
ties will be held on April 15 & 22 from 5:00 

- 9:00pm.  Meet other families and providers 
and leave the training feeling more informed, 
empowered, and ready to advocate for your 

child!   
 
The training will be held at the Waisman Cen-
ter, Olin Outreach Office, 122 E. Olin Ave., 
Madison. To register and for more information 
contact Sharon Myhre at 608 -265 -8955 or 
myhre@waisman.wisc.edu    

 
This training is sponsored by Family Voices of 
WI and the Southern Regional Center, Chil-
dren and Youth with Special Health Care 
Needs and co -sponsored by FSRC.  To learn 
more about Family Voices of Wisconsin go to 

www.fvofwi.org  
 

2009 DONORS  

Thank you for your generosity!  
 
Achieving Collaborative Treatment  
David Sulman & Anne Altshuler  
Larry & Kathy Anderson  

Attainment Company  
Peter Leidy & Elizabeth Bazur -Leidy  
Dr. George & Susan Benton  
Molly & Dale Bolender  
Gerald & Lois Born  
Thomas & Betty Brien  
John Cannerella ï A-1 Furniture  

Alan Zeuner & Christine Carollo -Zeuner  

Carol Carstensen  
Nathan & Louise Elbaum  
Howard & Pam Erlanger  
John R. Evans  
Stanley Lyon & Jean Feinstein -Lyon & Ben     
 Feinstein  

Michael Feldman & Sandra Wolens  
Keith & Lisa Fenhaus  
Eva & Joseph Fok  
Stephanie & Reid Formo  
Kenneth & Mary Gehring  
David Blouin & Claire Gervais  

Susan & George Gille  
Ken & Jeannette Golden  
Kathy & Richard Graham  
Michael & Christine Hale  

Bonnie & Don Haugen  
Lynne Herrli  
Jay & Chris Hill  

Hill Electric  
Tom & Lynn Hirsch  
Peter & Joyce Huettl  
Bernice Hughes  
John D & Phoebe R Lewis Foundation  
Amy Johnson  
Stacy L. Kernan  

Doris Kontos  
Melissa, Mike & Taylor Kysely  
Martin & Martha Long  
Samuel Savage & Nora Manheim  
Florence Marion  
Clinton Mayer  

Sharon McHugh  
Tim McKenzie  
Louise & Nelson Milder  
Jane Moorman  
Nancy Nigl ï Playthings, Inc.  
Gregory & Susan Samuels  
Eliana Schwab  

Ken & Gail Simmons  
Mark Miller & Teresa Sizer  
 

 

mailto:myhre@waisman.wisc.edu
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A DREAM COME TRUE! By Katy Steeno  

 
For Brenda Dammen, life can be full of tough 

and challenging decisions. Her days are spent 
caring for her husband, who has been diag-
nosed with Huntingtonôs Disease, and re-
quires full - time personal care, as well as for 
her 16 -year old daughter, Brooke, who has 
also been diagnosed with Juvenile -Onset 
Huntingtonôs disease. Huntingtonôs Disease is 

a neurological disorder that causes uncon-
trolled movements, muscle tightness, loss of 
intellectual faculties, and behavior changes. 
With all of the challenges of dealing with two 

family members with this disorder, Brenda 
certainly has a lot on her mind. When it 

comes to her daughter, Brooke, however, the 
decisions are easy. ñI just want Brooke to be 
happy.ò 
 
Luckily for Brenda, having a positive attitude 
comes naturally for Brooke. She always has a 
smile on her face, and she has a great sense 

of humor. Even when doing things that she 
really doesnôt want to do, she never stops 
teasing her mom or making jokes. Brooke 
really knows how to enjoy life! Even through 
all of the challenges Huntingtonôs brings to 
her life, Brooke wears a big smile.  
 

When the opportunity came along for Brooke 
to receive a wish from the Make -A-Wish 
Foundation, that smile got even bigger. 
Brooke is a huge fan of Hannah Montana, and 
her biggest dream would be to meet her. Un-
fortunately, after talking with the Make -A-

Wish volunteers, she was informed that it 
could take up to 2 -3 years to make that wish 
come true, and when she finally met Miley 
Cyrus/Hannah Montana, it may only be for 5 -
10 minutes. The Make -A-Wish volunteers felt 
that this may not be the most fulfilling wish 
for Brooke, and discussed other possibilities 

with her, looking at her interests to see what 
might be a good match. Ultimately, Brooke 
decided that she would love to go on a shop-

ping spree!  
  
The Make -A-Wish foundation offered her 
$3,000.00 to shop at any stores she chose. 

This was extremely exciting for Brooke, and 
she spent a lot of time thinking about what 
she wanted, making lists, and going to the 
stores with her mom to actually look at items 
and make cost -checks. When the week finally 
came, she was prepared!  

The wish began with Brooke and Brenda re-
ceiving free salon services the night before 
the shopping spree. They got their hair high-

lighted, cut, and curled, and both received 
manicures too. This was an exciting start for 
Brooke and Brenda, and they both looked like 
movie stars! The next morning they made a 
trip to the salon to get their hair re -curled 
and ready, then rode to the store in their very 
own limo! The limo brought them to Wal -

Mart, where Brooke was presented with a 
Hannah Montana cake, Hannah Montana 
shopping bags, and a huge bunch of Hannah 
Montana balloons! It was a wonderful presen-
tation, and Brooke was so excited! She could 
hardly stop talking the entire time, and her 

excitement was contagious. The rest of the 

day was filled with exploring, shopping, 
laughing, and eating, and when the day was 
finally over, she left in her limo with five 
shopping carts worth of items. It was cer-
tainly a day well spent!  

 

Brooke and 
Brenda truly 
had a wonder-
ful day, and 
were exceed-
ingly grateful 
for the chance 

to spend time 
together in 

such an excit-
ing way. 
Brooke may 
not have had 
the opportu-

nity to meet 
Hannah Mon-
tana, but 
through this 

experience, she certainly felt like a movie star 
for a day!  

Brenda and daughter Brooke get pampered at the salon! 

Nikki, Brenda and Brooke pose with 

her balloons and cake before shopping 
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PEER VOICES SOCIAL GROUP by Emmie Coan  

 

Amy Spade is a typical parent who wanted her children to be active, happy and healthy members of 
their community.  This came naturally to her older son but was more difficult for her daughter, An-
gela who has a diagnosis of autism.  Although Angela enjoyed doing activities with her large ex-
tended family, her social opportunities outside of her family were limited.  Her mom decided it would 
be up to her to help connect Angela with her peers.  She talked with school staff to see if there were 
other kids around Angelaôs age who might be interested in forming a small social group to meet once 

a week after school at her home.  This was the beginning of what Amy now calls the, ñPeer Voices 
Social Groupò.  She chose to start small by asking one classmate from Angelaôs school if she was in-
terested in being part of the group.  
 

Angela and her friend along with Angelaôs mom and 
usually one other helper now meet one afternoon per 

week for 4 -5 hours, during which time they work on 

craft projects, talk about whatôs going on in school, eat 
snacks, and make supper together to work on cooking 
skills.  Itôs been an unbelievably rewarding adventure 
for everyone involved.   The girls design and make a 
variety of gift items using donated and recycled sup-
plies.  They market their designs under the name ñTag 
Youôre Itò.  They chose this name because they use 

recycled items such as clothing tags and store shop-
ping bags.  They make specialty bags for holidays as 
well as general use items to be used year round.  
 
Although their group is small, they think big.  Amy is 
always thinking up new ideas for projects and for ways 

for the girls to increase their independence and be 
more involved in community activities.  This summer, 

they plan to get out in the community and hope to 
learn to use the Madison Paratransit System.  Itôs im-
portant to Amy that this be not only a social get to-
gether but a way for both young women to learn a    
wide variety of skills.  

 
Angela and her friend have become great friends throughout this process.  
They each come to the group with their own unique talents and interests 
and they use these to work cooperatively to complete their projects.  An-
gela often relies on sign language to communicate and her friend has 
been more than willing to learn signs to be better able to communicate 
with her.  Angela is helping her friend overcome 

her fear of dogs by slowly teaching her about 
dogs and helping her become more comfortable 
with her two pets who are her constant compan-
ions.  

 
Although this can be a lot of work to organize 

and plan each week, Amy feels it is more than 
worth it.  The group has formed strong bonds 
and friendships and everyone has learned some-
thing in the process.  They look forward to each 
weekly get together and never miss a week!  

Angela Spade with Jami Dodge, one of the groupôs helpers 

The  new puppy gift bag has been 

a top seller from their gift bag and 

card designs! 



Communi ty  Fun  
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